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It has already been mentioned that the early missionaries
took an active part in stimulating education especially in
Bengal, and to this day some of the colleges most popular
among Indians as introducing character-building and high-
grade education, are those of the missionary-controlled non-
Christian colleges. By 1826 there was a Council of Public
Instruction set up in each of the Presidencies. The contro-
versy as to the vehicle of higher education already referred
to now ran hot. Lord William Bentinck, the Governor-
General who had first been Governor in Madras and there-
fore had a wider purview than most Governor-Generals,
came down with Lord Macaulay on the side of English.
The Oriental Colleges whose founding has been referred to,
remained as centres of learning in those tongues, but not
as part of the scheme of general education.

The decision taken in 1837, already referred to, to
abandon the old Mogul Persian had an adverse effect
on Moslem education. This was now abandoned in
favour of the vernacular of the province, as was entirely
right and wise. But the Moslems had been the chief
teachers and exponents of what was in reality their lingua
franca, found their usefulness largely gone, and many were
deprived of their livelihood. It is this very decision which
to some extent threw back the whole Moslem community
in the race for educated intelligence.

There had long been a tradition of female education in
India, but it w*s now little more than a tradition, and
indeed the purdah or veil system that was the Moslem
custom, had largely spread among Hindus, partly, it is
believed, as a protection against Moslem military licence,
and it operated very effectively against female education.1

1 So deep-rooted is the old Moslem prejudice in favour of absolute purdah
that we read in 1930 of an operation to the head of a woman that would
alone save her life being forbidden because of the unveiling involved, and of
the surgeon at last only being permitted to operate by cutting a small hole
in the veil.